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17.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of?

* STEAM  ° '
0
K

17.2 Complete each dialogue with an idiom.

1 Tim: Edward’s moving to New York. He said he needs more excitement in his life.
Ruth: e T ehinkdhels firedipfi s n il e
2 Rob: The government have changed their mind completely on the new vehicle tax!
Pierre: Yes, they™¥e i
3 Mona:  Their son has started getting into trouble with the police.
Ken: Yes, he seems to have oo
4 Rajiv: They were so enthusiastic when they started the new conservatlon scheme, but
now it all seems to have slowed down.
Nick: Wes, the whole projectseems tolbave oo oo o :
5 Ursula:  We nced to start doing things more effectwely and quickly.
Ray: ics e detimitehamceditah . 200 S e e .
6 Freda: Did you see who was driving when the accident happened?

Krishnan: No, I couldn’t see Who Was ..o, .

17.3  Match the beginning of each sentence with its ending.

1 I’'m glad to say that things are now back driving seat any more.
2 We don’t know what could happen a year down a collision course.

3 Things are out of control. Nobody seems to be in the the line.

4 Profits of internet-based companies have taken a complete standstill.
5 1 think the employers and the unions are on on track.

6 Nothing’s happening. Things have come to a nosedive recently.

17.4 Choose the correct answer.

1 If a business is flying high, it is a) failing b) just starting up ¢) doing well and is
profitable.

2 If you do something on autopilot, you do it a) without thinking
b) using a computer ¢) deliberately.

3 If someone is back on track, they are a) being punished for bad behaviour
b) behaving in a less responsible way ¢) behaving responsibly again.

4 If you are flying by the seat of your pants, you are doing something a} without much
ability or experience b) without thinking about it ¢) which is very exciting,.

Find the meanings of these idioms in a dictionary and make a note of them in your notebook
under the heading “Transport idioms’. Note down the definition, an example sentence and any
other useful information, such as whether it is formal or informal, etc.: drive someone round the
bend, a back-seat driver, step on it, put the brakes on, give / get the green light.
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30.1 Which idioms do these pictures make you think of?

30.2 Complete cach sentence with an idiom from 30.1.

1 She founded the company, but she’s not very active in it now. She’s just a

2 He desperately wanted to work in the film industry, so he got a job carrying camera
EQUIPIMENE TO ZEt ..ot .

3 When he retired, the company gave him a ........coooccooooocoooooooooooo .

4 It took him years to become chief executive, but he’s ...........o.ccoooooooooiooooooo
now.

30.3 Do these sentences make sense? Explain why / why not.

1 She had a good track record, so they fired her.

2 Tt was a cushy number, so he had to wotk very hard indeed.

3 Islogged my guts out and was exhausted.

4 She changed jobs and got a goldeu hello from her new employer.

S The shop was doing a roaring trade, so they had to close down.

6 Porterfax Ltd went belly up and employed 30 new staff.

7 Opticarm cornered the market in digital cameras and faced strong competition.
8 He went to live in the country because he was tired of the rat race.

30.4 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using the word in brackets.

1 Our new online business is doing extremely well. (GUNS)

2 Some airlines are in danger of collapsing financially. (WALL)

3 That new farmers’ market seems to be selling a lot of goods. (ROAR)

4 Mr Olsen decided ro close his business and retire to the coast. (SHOP)

5 Another insurance company was forced to close down last week. (BUST)

6 She realised she had hit a point where she could go no higher at work. (GLASS)
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English Idioms in Use

Advanced

English Idioms in Use Advanced is a vocabulary book for advanced
level learners. It is primarily designed as a self-study reference and
practice book but it can also be used for classroom work.

¢ 60 easy-to-use two-page units. Idioms are presented and explained on
left-hand pages with a range of practice exercises on right-hand pages.

« Presents and explains idioms in typical contexts using short texts and
clear example sentences.

» Based on a corpus of real written and spoken language to ensure the
most useful and relevant idioms at this level are presented.

* Provides valuable information about register and usage to help students
develop more natural-sounding English.

» Promotes good learning habits with study tips and follow-up tasks.

» Helps you avoid common pitfalls with error warning notes highlighting
typical mistakes made by learners at this level.

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL CORPUS

The Cambridge International Corpus (CIC)
is a collection of over 1 billion words

of real spoken and written English. The
texts are stored in a database that can be

searched to see how English is used. The CIC also . o

includes the Cambridge Learner Corpus, a unique ‘J.'-"A‘ ul'.‘J

collection of aver 30 million words taken from student -
exam papers from Cambridge ESOL. It shows real WWW l g g

mistakes students make and highlights the parts of s an ua ecentre'lr
English which cause problems for students.

www.cambridge.org/corpus
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